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CONTEMPORARY ECHOES 



PRAY FOR THE PRESIDENT 
(From The Louisville Courier-Journal) 

Under the somewhat misleading superscription, " Thank God for 
Wilson," Colonel George Harvey has in his North American Review 
for January an editorial essay which were more accurately entitled, 
" Some Mistakes of the President." 

How much we shall have reason to bless our stars for the present 
occupant of the White House it will be for future events to decide. As 
Colonel Harvey says, we are at the moment not only in the honeymoon 
of the war but in a flush of enthusiasm over the President's thrilling 
utterances. Assuredly, he is a master of eloquent and lucid statement. 
This, however, can hardly outlast reverses, or even waning ardor. There 
will come lulls in America as there have come lulls in England and in 
France. It is not going to be a simple or easy task to maintain a high 
pitch of patriotic fervor throughout a vast country containing a hundred 
millions of diverse nationalities. People grow. weary and listless as they 
become accustomed to changed and none too exhilarating conditions. 
Then their tendency is to turn upon their heroes and rend them. 

Anyhow, we are in for it. " The die," the editor of The North 
American Review continues, " is cast irrevocably and there is no middle 
course. The powers of light must prevail over, or succumb to, the rulers 
of darkness. ' Only a miracle can bring peace,' declares Maximilian 
Harden ; ' either Germany must be crushed or her enemies must be 
defeated; there is no alternative.' And Harden speaks the truth, — as 
we speak the truth when we repeat what we said last month: that at 
no time since the battle of the Marne has the outlook been as black as 
it is today. Advantages gained in sporadic battles, such as that of 
General Byng, only to be lost immediately in full or in large part, avail 
nothing. Not only in the East, where Russia and Roumania are releas- 
ing millions of trained German soldiers for service elsewhere, but on the 
decisive Western front, the situation is bad." 

This is true enough. What we may do when we get over there 
remains to be shown and seen. If we arrive in the nick of time, and, 
the back of the German man power and morale beginning to bend, if 
not broken, we carry all before us the destiny of the President as the 
foremost leader of modern times will be fulfilled. If we fail — if the 
situation remains at a standstill — if this time next year the existing 
deadlock continues — he will be assailed and distrusted as a failure; no 
one to share his ignominy ; none to do him reverence. It is a dizzy, 
dangerous height on which he stands. 
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DEMOCRACY AND THE WORLD. 

{From the Beaumont (Texas) Enterprise) 

President Wilson has given us a new phrase in his " making the 
world safe for democracy." Colonel George Harvey of The North 
American Review contends that our President is only engaging in rhetori- 
cal acrobatics and that his sayings amount to little. Nevertheless, Colonel 
Harvey takes this most quoted phrase and paraphrases it: "Making 
democracy safe for the world." 

That isn't necessary. Democracy is safe for the world. It is the 
only system of government that gives to every man, whatever his station 
in life may be, a square deal. And it is democracy alone that will solve 
the multiplied problems which will come to us when the war ends. 

Colonel Harvey with his brilliant writings could be doing the nation 
a far greater service were he devoting his energies to making the world 
safe for democracy. In trying to make democracy safe for the world 
he is wasting his time .and talent. 

Once we have the world safe for democracy, democracy will attend 
to the business of making itself safe for the world. 

To point to the bolshevik element in Russia as an example of Russia 
is as unjust as it would be to hark back to the days of wild-eyed populism 
in Texas and call that democracy. It was real democracy to which 
President Wilson referred and that is the only kind of democracy that the 
world will be made safe for. 

We are destined to play a rather important part in the war which 
now rages and we, therefore, shall have something to say when the terms 
of peace are decided upon. One of the things we shall say is that the 
world must be made safe for democracy. And by that we shall not mean 
any anarchistic system which would dethrone justice will be set up as 
democracy. We mean that real democracy will be the rule, and by this 
term " democracy " we do not mean that which characterizes any politi- 
cal party but, rather, the something which makes the man who toils feel 
that he is as good as the man for whom he works. 

Colonel Harvey is, as a rule, radically wrong. And we do not think 
that, in this instance, he is right. 

Our first duty is to make the world safe for democracy. Having done 
that, we may safely depend upon democracy to make itself safe for the 
world. 

JUSTICE BY, AND FOR, JOSEPHUS 

(From The New York Herald) 

In his War Weekly attachment to The North American Review 
Colonel George Harvey contrasts the punishment meted out by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy in the case of Lieutenant Friedrick, in command of 
an American destroyer which fired upon an Italian submarine, and that 
of Captain Victor Blue, who was in command of the battleship Texas 
when she went upon the rocks. Formal charges against both officers 
were passed upon by navy courts, the finding in the case of Captain 
Blue recommending the loss of twenty numbers in rank, a penalty which, 
according to precedent, would deprive him of his command; that in the 
case of Lieutenant Friedrick recommending the loss of thirty numbers, 
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the minimum penalty provided by navy regulations, but accompanied by 
a strong plea for clemency by the court. It was shown in the Friedrick 
case that the fault clearly lay with the commander of the Italian sub- 
marine, who failed to fly the agreed upon signal when challenged by the 
American destroyer. This was recognized by the Italian Government, 
which, through its Ambassador, urged the setting aside of the verdict 
of the court and commended Lieutenant Friedrick for his action. 

Secretary Daniels passed upon the findings of both courts. He cut 
the punishment of Captain Blue in half and restored him to his com- 
mand; he ignored the clemency plea of the court in the Friedrick case, 
depriving of his command an officer whose only " offence," according to 
the record as made public, was to exercise the caution that was his clear 
duty. 

The circumstances of the two cases are recalled, not for the purpose 
of refreshing the memory of Americans concerning them but to illustrate 
the wisdom of the aphorism that Governors' staff colonels get into trouble 
when they rush in where navy angels fear to tread. Colonel Harvey 
intimates that the action of the Secretary in the Blue case was inspired 
by Captain Blue's also being a native of North Carolina. 

While it is true that Captain Blue was born in North Carolina, he 
early deserted that State, removing to South Carolina. Nobody should 
know better than Colonel Harvey that since prohibition removed the 
possibility of the traditional amenities between Governors there has been 
between the residents of the two Carolinas no love lost and none to lose. 



DEBATE 

{From The Rochester Post-Express) 

In another column is printed a part of Colonel Harvey's editorial in 
the current number of The North American Review. Aside from the 
pleasure of reading an argument so finely conceived and executed, there 
must come to thoughtful and open minded readers of Colonel Harvey's 
editorial the conviction that he is more than an expert editorialist; that 
he is a great debater. This is a fact to make us glad ; for while we have 
fine statement of argument and eloquent summarizing of opinion, we have 
comparatively little debate in the greater manner of an older day. The 
basic quality of genuine debate is fairness of attitude, courtesy toward 
opponents and careful consideration of their positions in the matter 
discussed. The great debaters of record were masters of plausibility; 
they were clear and forceful in statement and they had the art of simu- 
lating candor, when they did not feel it. They made courteous admis- 
sions; they did not load themselves with troublesome assumptions of 
villainy. Lincoln and Burke, Webster and Pitt knew how to carry con- 
viction under a manner reasonable and self-restrained. They gave no 
impression of hypocrisy, yet they were masters of ironical exploitation 
of weakness and inconsistency. Moreover they entered debate with a 
high purpose; they sought less a reputation for themselves than a means 
of convincing their opponents. It is in this spirit and in this manner 
that Colonel Harvey writes ; he desires to be able to " Thank God for 
Wilson " and he closes his article with the adjuration " Make it so." 
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"BE ON THE JOB" 
(From The Washington Herald) 

George Harvey in his North American' Review's War Weekly, 
edited in Washington and printed in New York, is going to have the 
time of his young life if the first three issues of the War Weekly are 
fair samples. 

The gentle irony of Harvey does not stale. The word " chuckle " 
was created for Harveyized readers. You feel genuinely sorry for the 
one who runs foul of this distinguished editor's satire, but you are just 
as genuinely certain that the blow was above the belt and for the victim's 
good. You are reminded of Marse Henry Watterson's remark: " If 
anyone dares tell me to go to hell, I want George Harvey to do it." 

With the precision of a surgeon like Mayo, George Harvey gets at 
once to the root of every question. His wide acquaintance among men, 
his intimate association with those who have made and are making 
history, eminently qualify him for the role of the honest critic. 

Mr. Baker is " flippant " and " jaunty," and Mr. McAdoo is " on 
the job " and has " made the best record of any Government official 
since the United States entered the war." 

If you are not already a subscriber to The North American Review, 
" be on the job " and send $5.00 and get the War Weekly for good 
measure. -You'll get your five back in the first issue — if you have the 
human brand on you. 

SOME MEN ARE BORN SUPERANNUATED 
(From The World) 

Under the title of " Superannuated Generals," our excellent and 
seething friend George Harvey wails bitterly in The North American 
Review's War Weekly that Secretary Baker was responsible for the 
sending of General Sibert to France; that General Pershing found that 
General Sibert " could not stand the strain of training men in the field 
and sent him home," but "a younger officer might have gathered very 
valuable field experience if he had been given Gener.d Sibert's experi- 
ence." Then follows the customary complaint that the Administration 
gives no opportunity to General Leonard Wood, who, by the way, hap- 
pens to be in France and was slightly wounded the other day. 

The real significance of Brother Harvey's criticism does not appear 
until we consult the Army Register and find that General Sibert was 
born on October 12, 1860, and General Wood was born on October 9, 
1 860. Sibert, who is three days younger than Wood, is " superannu- 
ated," but Wood, who is three days older than Sibert, is in his very prime. 

This fable teaches that when you wish to nag the President or Secre- 
tary Baker and revile the conduct of the war, anything will do as a text. 

NOT NICE, BUT TRUE. 
(From the Hartisburg Telegraph) 

George Harvey, writing in The North American Review for Febru- 
ary, says that the chief business of America has come to be the " killing of 
Germans." 
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That is not a nice sentence, but it is so distinctly the truth that it 
ought to be read and considered by every American. 

"Killing Germans " must be America's chief occupation henceforth 
until Germany is brought to her knees. The more Germans we kill 
the fewer will be left to kill us. It is plainly a case of kill or be killed. 
Either Germans or Americans must die, and as between the two we must 
see to it that death comes to the Germans. We must kill Germans in 
France or they will kill us — : and our wives and children here in our own 
country. 

" Killing Germans " is to be our chief occupation, because the more 
we kill the more quickly peace will be restored. That is the reason why 
Americans are so desirous of quick and effective co-operation with our 
allies. That is the reason why we are so indignant over errors and de- 
lays and so insistent upon speed and efficiency. 

THE TASK FOR THE CHURCHES 
{From The Christian Advocate') 

A few years ago, when men were prophesying the downfall of the 
American Republic, George Harvey, now editor of The North Amer- 
ican Review, declared ^that he believed in the permanency of the Amer- 
ican Republic because the people believed in universal education and the 
culture of conscience. He added that the public schools were well- 
organized and able to reach all the people, and it was to the church 
we must look for defenders of peace, promoters of righteousness, and 
upholders of justice. . . . 

It is perfectly clear that if democracy is made safe for the United 
States and for the world it must depend upon the public schools and 
the Christian church. While both of these institutions may be criticized, 
their success is full of hope for the future of our country. We sometimes 
overlook the fact that there are 175,000 churches in the United States 
supported by the voluntary contributions of the people, and the main 
business of these institutions is the culture of the inner life and the 
development of righteousness, justice and mercy. 

CONVINCING AND INTERESTING 

{From The Baltimore Sun) 

There is a changing attitude toward public controversy in our modern 
American magazines, which, while formerly devoting themselves almost 
exclusively to the field of instruction and entertainment, are now taking 
a place with the newspapers in the discussion of current problems in an 
editorial way. . . . The magazines of pure opinion — such as The 
North American Review, the Forum, erstwhile the Atlantic Monthly, 
and in more recent times the quarterly Yale Review — are apparently 
becoming restless under the urge of the spirit of timeliness, so much so 
that the North American, for one of them, has been able to resist the 
pressure no longer and has established at Washington a weekly edition, 
as it were. It is the idea of Colonel George Harvey, of course, and he 
calls it his War Weekly. It is a buster, as might be expected, and it 
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gives him a fine medium for letting off the steam that used to accumulate 
to such dangerous proportions when carried over to the monthly issues 
of the North American. In his weekly Colonel Harvey spells the 
name of La Follette with small letters, and launches out at the world 
in general in brave tones and bright capitals. He is both convincing 
and interesting, whatever his views. 

" MALICIOUS, LYING TOMMYROT " 

{From the Philadelphia Record) 

Colonel George B. McClellan Harvey, whose animosity against the 
President is such that he issues a weekly edition of The North American 
Review in order to attack the Administration as frequently as possible, 
is overwhelmed with grief because the Government, while publishing the 
names of soldiers who die in France, does not, he says, make known the 
names of the men who die in the training camps. Apparently the Colonel 
does not read the newspapers — a bad failing in an old newspaper man. 
So far as the camps containing nearly 100,000 Penhsylvanians are con- 
cerned, full publicity is given to the very few deaths that have taken 
place in them. The families are promptly notified and the correspon- 
dents are given full information. Doubtless the same condition exists in 
all the camps. The Colonel seems to have invented this charge out of pure 
malice. It is a fair sample of much of the tommyrot that is being printed 
about the methods by which the Government is handling the war. 
When no truthful statement can be made recourse is had to straight lying. 

NO TIME TO LOSE 

{From The Springfield Republican) 

Colonel George Harvey, finding The North American Review too 
deliberate for his rapid fire thought, has begun the issue of a War 
Weekly appendage to that venerable publication. Readers of The 
North American Review can get this paper for $1 a year additional, 
but no others need apply. In his War Weekly the Colonel will review 
each seven days as they pass in the national capital. If Woodrow Wilson 
was unwise enough to make Colonel House his next friend, Colonel 
Harvey will not withhold his advice from the occupant of the White 
House and the rest of the country. There is Colonel Watterson's word 
for it that " no one has written of the war so wholly informed and so 
luminously intelligent and sincere as Colonel Harvey." No doubt Mr. 
Tumulty has seen to it that the President is supplied with The North 
American Review, and there is nothing for it but to send $1 and get 
the baby so that nothing may be lost. 

CONDITIONED 
(From the Hartford Courant) 

" Thank God for Wilson " is the legend printed red on the cover, 
and also the title of Colonel Harvey's editorial. Is Saul become a 
prophet? or is this the case of that later Saul who, after his conversion, 
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became known as Paul? We are twice, at least, instructed that his 
(Wilson) " Scotch-Irish, American, Presbyterian heel is rooted in the 
ground." Yet the editor insists " that at no time since the battle of the 
Marne has the outlook been as black as it is to-day." The President is 
implored to abolish his makeshift of a war council and bring to his aid 
competent men. We quite agree with the editor that " it is maddening 
that he (Wilson) should persist in attempting to bear the whole bur- 
den alone." " What this government needs is vision." It seems to 
prefer supervision. Several other criticisms seem to condition the 
editor's thankfulness. 

OUTSPOKEN 
(From the Boston Evening Transcript) 

The outspoken George Harvey speaks out once more in The North 
American Eeview for February when he tells us in the course of his 
leading article that our duty is the killing of Germans, and that to the kill- 
ing of Germans we must bend all our energies. " The more Germans we kill 
the fewer American graves there will be in France. The more Germans 
we kill the less danger to our wives and daughters. The more Germans 
we kill the sooner we shall welcome home our gallant lads. Nothing else 
now counts." But he adds that we who stay at home must help to put 
our house in order. " The censorship as we have come to know its mani- 
festations without understanding its reasons for existence is gone, and 
that is a more vital fact than would be the going of Mr. Baker, with all 
his smug cocksureness and detestable flippancy in the midst of this most 
awful of tragedies the world has ever known." 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF INDOLENCE 

(From The New York Herald) 

" Why not shift the operations but let the name of the hours remain 
truthful ? " asks Colonel Harvey, who is something of a reactionary on 
this turn-the-clock-ahead proposition. 

If the Colonel will turn to his almanac he will find that whatever 
else may be said for the present " standard " time it cannot be said to 
be truthful. 

" Let us save daylight — and oil and gas and electricity, not to men- 
tion our eyes — by all means," he adds ; " but also let us consider whether 
the psychology of indolence or of energy will not permit us to do so 
without saying that six is seven and twelve is one when we know all 
the time that it isn't so." 

Isn't the Colonel, from his watch tower at Washington, sad enough 
over the manifest results of that psychology of indolence without wishing 
more of the same upon the country? 

THE THREE COLONELS 
(From The Wilmington (Del.) News) 

Miss Richards caused audible smiles through the audience by her 
allusion to the suggestion making the rounds of Washington, that the 
proposed War Council be composed of three colonels — " The " Colonel, 
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with Colonel House and Colonel George Harvey, editor of The North 
American Review, whose editorials contain just enough pepper to make 
them always appetizing. Colonel Harvey was the very first man to 
mention Woodrow Wilson as a Presidential possibility, but since that 
day he has been at outs and ins with the President, so that a guess as to 
where he stands now with the nation's Chief Magistrate would be- a 
hazardous venture. 

With three such colonels in the war cabinet, something would surely 
be doing! 

TOO BIG FOR ONE 

(From The St. Johnsbury Caledonian) 

Editor George Harvey of The North American Review thinks the 
President would do well to utilize the services of Theodore Roosevelt 
either on a foreign mission or right here at home. The suggestion has 
merit. The President has too much responsibility on his shoulders, a 
task too big for any man to perform alone. If he would call upon half 
a dozen men of Mr. Roosevelt's type to take charge of a single depart- 
ment of war work and be wholly responsible for it the war could be 
prosecuted with greater vigor and peace more quickly brought about. 
There should be the same organization that successful corporations have, 
responsible heads for the different departments with understudies ready 
to fill any gap that may open in the directing forces of the business. 

AN ACQUISITION 
{From The Louisville Courier- Journal) 

Beginning with the new year Colonel George Harvey, in response 
to many requests for more frequent and timely editorial utterances during 
the war, proposes to issue from Washington City, as an adjunct of The 
North American Review, a publication to be called The North Amer- 
ican Review's War Weekly, at a subscription rate of a dollar a year. 
It will certainly be an acquisition. No one has written of the war so 
wholly informed and so luminously intelligent and sincere as Colonel 
George Harvey. What he says is always worth reading, and his War 
Weekly ought to be a conspicuous success. 

CUSSING AND DISCUSSING 
{From The Hartford Courant) 

Colonel George Harvey, the brilliant editor of The North Amer- 
ican Review, has developed now the War Weekly of that Review, 
giving every Saturday his readers a live letter from Washington and 
also several pages of discussions of the pressing questions of the day. 
When Colonel Harvey discusses, he doesn't stop with that; he cusses, 
too; and his comments are always readable and often judicious. The 
only trouble with his Weekly is the apprehension it creates that the 
Review itself may be robbed of a part of its charms. 
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WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
{From The Philadelphia Public Ledger) 

Colonel Harvey in the January North American Review regrets 
with this newspaper that the President has not found any use for 
Colonel Roosevelt. He suggests that the Colonel be sent to Japan or 
to South America to attempt to facilitate the co-operation with America 
in prosecuting the war. If the Colonel had been sent to Russia the 
success of the mission to that country might have been more brilliant. 
Indeed, it might have been possible to have prevented the success of the 
German machinations which have made the Russian armies impotent. 

DEFYING TIME 
(From The Bookseller) 

The North American Review is a veritable storehouse of worth- 
while editorial comment, fearless and dynamic, that loses nothing of the 
famous editor's well-known power of expression, that time has no power 
to diminish. The articles, that range from present world interest to 
literature and drama, are all the work of careful, able writers, experts 
in their various lines, that keep the standard of the magazine at its 
best. With this famous monthly within reach, one cannot be ignorant 
of the important things that are making history, for its war articles are 
a big selling feature. 

A SERIOUS OMISSION 
(From Life) 

Brother George Harvey's new North-American-Review-weekly-war- 
issue-while-you-wait says : 

Brother Edward Sandford Martin of Life, the first man who shook the hand 
of the man who shook the hand of John L. Sullivan and now the most intimate 
friend of the most intimate friend of the President, recalls, etc., etc. 

All right, brother, but in begarlanding Martin with all these distinc- 
tions you should add, " pupil of George Harvey." 

Shall a dozen faithful years of apprenticeship to Harvey's Harper's 
Weekly go for nothing? 

T. R.— AN EASTMAN OR A PATRIOT? 

(From The Fort Worth Record) 

" The nation should call Roosevelt," chortles Colonel George Harvey 
in The North American Review. Colonel Harvey is mistaken. A 
Federal district attorney should call Roosevelt for preaching sedition 
and for his vitriolic abuse of the war President of the United States, 
A Federal district attorney put Max Eastman of the Masse* out of 
business; a Federal district attorney made the editor of the Appeal to 
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Reason eat out of the hand of Uncle Sam and like it. Why should the 
sanguinary colonel be immune? Why should he be permitted to be a 
common scold and a fomenter of strife? 

CAPTIONS 
{From The Mobile Register) 

Colonel George Harvey, editing The North American Review for 
January, writes : " Thank God for Wilson ! " indicating an enthusiasm 
that will surprise all who recall the earlier incident of the Harvey- 
Wilson relations; but the Louisville Courier-Journal dispels the glamor 
by saying that Colonel Harvey's editorial under the above quoted caption 
might more accurately be entitled " Some Mistakes of the President." 

HOW TO BECOME A BETTER AMERICAN. 

{From the Washington Herald) 

To meet a popular demand, George Harvey's War Weekly .is offered 
to the public generally at two dollars for fifty-two issues. To North 
American Review readers the price is one dollar a year. We mention it 
in this" column, which is unpurchasable for advertising, because we 
believe thinking people who read George Harvey's weekly comment will 
become better Americans. 

IT STILL DOES. 
{From the Jacksonville Times-Union) 

Once the East believed that The North American Review stood for 
the best public opinion of the country. An able argument in the current 
number of the Review declares that if we using force to " make democ- 
racy safe throughout the world " we are foolish or wicked but in fight- 
ing to the uttermost to resist wrong we are performing a plain duty. 
Now where stands the public? 

NOT THE BEST USE 

{From The Louisville Courier- Journal) 

Colonel Harvey thinks Mr. Wilson should have sent Mr. Roosevelt 
to Russia instead of Mr. Root. So think we. And we agree with Colonel 
Harvey that the Administration is not making the best use it might of 
those Republican leaders who are notably true to the cause and the 
purpose of winning the war. 

BUREAUS, WHAT-NOTS, ETC. 

{From The Omaha Bee) 

Colonel George Harvey calls for a real war council made up of 
the biggest men in the country, regardless of politics, instead of just a 
sociable meeting of bureau heads wearing a new label. It will come 
in time. 
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NO DOUBT 

(From The Macon Telegraph) 

Colonel Harvey says the Administration should find something for 
Colonel Roosevelt to do. The Administration no doubt would be glad 
to furnish him a Maxim silencer to play with. 

WHO SAID IT? 

(From The St. Louis Republic) 

Who said the eminent editor of The North American Review 
cannot appreciate a joke? He calls our informal Commissioner to 
Europe Colonel " White " House. 

A WARNING 

(From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch) 

If Mr. Wilson doesn't make some use of T. R. pretty soon, Colonel 
George Harvey will get mad and offer him to the Kaiser. 



